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loss of their Hercules. Augustine replies with much cheap irony and contempt. He does not fail to point the trite, but dangerous, moral of the helplessness of their deity, and promises they shall have another when they have restored the sixty Christian souls. Other letters of his to pagan correspondents are of still more uncertain date, and therefore cannot be used to illustrate the development of his feelings. There is one (No. 232) to the leading officials of Madaura, the scene of his early studies. They seem to have recollected his obligation to their town, and written to ask a certain favour of him. In a spirit of friendly accommodation and liberality they greeted him as their 'father' and closed with the admirable salutation: ' We wish, in God and His Christ, that thou mayst live happily for many years with thy clergy.' Augustine did as they asked him, but he read them a severe lesson on what he insisted on regarding as the mockery of their salutation. But there are one or two letters of uncertain date in which he argues temperately and courteously with cultured Neo-Platonists, who defend the old regime.
This condition of affairs lasted until 408, the bishops everywhere impelling the reluctant officials